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What is the Lord’s focus for us for this year? 

Bringing the Kingdom near – love your neighbor 
By  Phil Tiews  
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A 
t the start of his ministry, Jesus 
proclaimed ‘the Kingdom of God is 

at hand’ (Mark 1:14).  The Kingdom not 
being a place but rather the personal 
rule of God, Jesus was speaking about 
himself.  In him God was extending his 
personal reign into this broken world 
which is in rebellion against him.   

Everywhere Jesus went he proved his 
point!  As he told John the Baptist’s 
disciples, “The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy are 
cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is preached 
to the poor.” (Matt 11:5)  Along the way 
demons fled, storms were stilled and 
bread was multiplied, too!  When the 
personal reign of God was near in Jesus, 
it made a difference—a huge one. 

We’re up now 
With Jesus’ death and resurrection and 
the outpouring of his Spirit, you and I are 
now joined to Christ through faith and 
together we are his Body in the here and 
now, ‘the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way.’ (Eph 1:23) That 
means that wherever we are, the 
Kingdom of God is now at hand, as well.   

Through the simple act of obeying the 
Lord’s commandment to love our 
neighbors, we are breaking with a world 
system in rebellion against God and 
bringing his Kingdom near.  Loving our 
neighbors might involve ‘binding up the 
brokenhearted’ or ‘preaching the good 
news to the poor’, but who knows, as we 
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step out into his near Kingdom we might 
see ‘the blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cured, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised’, too!   

Heads up 
Loving our neighbor actively brings the 
Kingdom to bear on situations.  It does 
not necessarily need to be complicated, 
but it does involve lifting our eyes and 
attention from ourselves and seeing our 
‘neighbor’ around us at home, work, 
wherever we go.  Let’s ask the Lord to 
show us simple ways to love our 
neighbors and look with eyes of faith for 
what he does when his Kingdom draws 
near.   

This is going to be our focus this year.  As 
you experience the Lord using you to 
love your neighbors, share with us at 
prayer meetings, sending an article in to 
the Newsletter, or however — so that we 
can all be reminded and inspired to love 
as we have been loved.   

 � 

 



2015 Concert of Prayer  

Unity in Prayer  
by Marilyn Geyer 

The annual Concert of Prayer for Christian Unity, Racial 
Reconciliation, Life and County Transformation at The 
Bible Church on January 21st was really something.  It was 
very well attended. God seemed very present. The 
prayer-leaders were dynamic, enthusiastic, and friendly. 
People jumped right into praying with each other as if 
we've been friends for years. Bill Kangas did a great job 
leading worship.  

The Bible Church was very welcoming. I felt we really 
were brothers and sisters. People seemed to get along 
very well together. Some of us stayed pretty late!  

It was wonderful having so many pastors at the prayer 
service. I recognized Pastor Mike Frison (Knox 
Presbyterian, PACT) and Phil Tiews (The Word of God, 
PACT, Covenant Community) Pastor Ted Jungkuntz (St 
Luke Lutheran) and Pastor Bryan Schindel (Cross & 
Resurrection Lutheran), Deacon Rich Badics (St Francis 
Catholic) Rev, Levon Yuille (The Bible Church) Pastor Tom 
Humphrey (Korean Bible, PACT) and Pastor Mike Byrum 
(Summit International, PACT).  There may have been more!  

Special thanks to Phil Tiews for putting the service 
together and Deacon Rich for jumping in to help on pretty 
short notice (and doing a GREAT job.) 

� 

For 15 years pastors and leaders of Christian ministries 
in Washtenaw County have been stepping aside from 
the press of ministry to take several days simply to be 
before the Throne of God and seek his face on behalf 
of our County.  The annual Pastors Prayer Summit, as it is 
called, drew together 25 leaders from widely different 
backgrounds to pray with one voice for most of 3 days 
at the beginning of February.   
The Summit got off to a late start on Monday, February 
3rd due to 14 inches of snow which blanketed the area 
Sunday night.  However, by mid-afternoon everyone 
had dug out and were able to make their way down to 
Michindoh Conference Center near Hillsdale, Michigan.  
The ‘Summiteers’ are used to persevering, not only 
through the usual poor weather that time of year, but 
through other obstacles, personal and spiritual.  Prayer 
is spiritual warfare.  But the Lord is faithful and has 
worked powerfully in the Summits over the years.  Many 
of the participants feel it is a highlight of the year for 
them. 
One of the most significant aspects of the Summit is that 
it brings together leaders from such diverse 
backgrounds.  In the relatively small group of 25 folks 
we had mainline and independent church pastors, men 

and women, African-American and white, 
Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor and beyond, old 
and young, charismatic and traditional, and 
more!  Despite these differences, we 
experienced being ‘one in Christ’ as we 
worshiped, prayed for one another, and 
interceded for our County. 
Toward the end of the meeting the pastors 
from the eastern side of the County issued a 
brotherly challenge to those on the western 
side to see who could bring more new folks 
next year.  May they both win so that more 
pastors and leaders are able to enter into 
the sense of partnership in the Gospel that 
the Lord forges through the Prayer Summit. 

� 
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2015 Pastors Prayer Summit  

Gospel Partners  
By Phil Tiews 

A major snow storm could delay but not defeat the annual 
Pastors Prayer Summit at the beginning of February.  The 

pastors and ministry leaders who gather are used to persevering 
through snow and spiritual and personal opposition in order to 
spend several days of uninterrupted time together with the Lord 

each year.  

The Prayer Summit brings together pastors and 
leaders from an amazing variety of backgrounds and 

then the Lord works to forge a deep sense of 
brother/sisterhood and partnership in the Gospel for 

Washtenaw County. 

Neither cold, or snow 
or dark of night can 
keep Christians from 
coming together in the 
third week in January 
for the annual Concert 
of Prayer which marks 

the conjunction of 
several events: the 
Octave of Christian 

Unity, Martin Luther King’s birthday, Roe v. Wad anniversary — 
and the continual need for transformation! 
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What would happen if all the churches in Washtenaw County prayed day and night ... ? 
This is the seventh year that the Church in the County is joining together to offer continuous intercession for 
transformation.  Once again churches from many different traditions and descriptions will be crying out as one for 
a sustained period.  What might God do when his Bride gives Him no rest?  May this be the start of finding out! 

Just how is the 40 Days of Prayer going to work? 
More than a dozen churches and ministries are taking 3 days slots, so that together we can pray day and night 
from Ash Wednesday, February 18 to Palm Sunday, March 29.  Our focus is asking God to transform 
Washtenaw County and each group is organizing its portion of the vigil in its own way.  However, each evening 
there will be an open prayer room from 7 to 8 pm hosted by a church ‘on duty’ for that day.  A schedule of these 
will be available soon at www.impactwashtenaw.com . 

To further focus our prayer, we are using a booklet called Seek God for the City, which provides prayer topics 
for each day.  This way even when a group is not ‘on duty’, folks can pray in common with all the other brothers 
and sisters in the participating churches.  These also allow anyone else, even if their own church is not taking a slot 
this year, to join in this effort.  You can get the booklets at the next few prayer meetings or at the office or online 
at www.waymakers.org, where an app of the booklet is also available. 

The effort is going to be bookended by an opening Kick-off Prayer Meeting on Tuesday 2/17  and a simplified 
Hosanna celebration to close out the 40 Days on Palm Sunday, 3/29.    

How are we in The Word of God going to pray? 
This year we will be changing how we cover our 3 days.  We will not be having a dedicated prayer room at the 
community office as we have done some years in the past.  Instead we will ask folks to pick a 2-hour slot and 
pray some time during that 2 hours wherever they like.  It is not expected that everyone will pray for the entire 2 
hours, but that they will pray at some point during that time – or maybe several times during that period.  If you 
feel that the Lord has spoken to you or led you to pray in a particular way, we encourage you to send an email 
to the office and we will share those senses.   

On the evenings of Friday 2/27 and Saturday 2/28 from 7-8 pm we will have open prayer times at the 
Community Meeting Room for community members and folks from other churches to come and pray corporately.  
Then on Sunday, 3/1 we will incorporate the 40 Days prayer into our regular prayer meeting and welcome 
guests to join us at our usual time.   

How Can You Participate? 
� Sign up for a 2-hour slot during our Block.  Pray however you like during that time, for the whole time or 

just a portion of it.  You can sign up online at http://goo.gl/rZUkGH or calling the office 734/994-3243. 

� Join in an evening prayer meeting with us, or another church. Each evening the church or group in 
charge of the Block will hold a prayer meeting for anyone in the County.  Generally these will be at 7 pm.  
check www.impactwashtenaw.com for details of time and location. 

� Pray daily using the Seek the Lord for the City guide.  These are excellent resources for giving a biblical 
focus for our prayer for the County.  All the participating churches will be using them, and we will be joining 
with folks around the US who are praying for their cities using these guides, too.  The booklets are 
available at the prayer meetings and the community office, or you can get an app by going to         
http://waymakers.org/  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you shall weep no more. He will surely be 

gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you. 

Isa 30:19 

The Church of Washtenaw County crying out for 
transformation day and night 

The Word of God’s Portion 
Fri Feb 27, 12 am – Sun Mar 1, 11:59 pm 
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The Word of God 
3800 Packard Rd., Ste.260 
Ann Arbor, MI   48108-2073 

3/1  Prayer Meeting, 4:30–6:00 pm 
  Covenant Community Church    
  5171 Jackson Road  
 
3/14  Women’s Breakfast 9—11 am 
  Community Meeting Room 
    3800 Packard, Ste 260  
 
3/15  Prayer Meeting, 4:30–6:00 pm  
  Covenant Community Church    
  5171 Jackson Road  
 
3/29  Hosanna 
  Time and location TBA 
 

See full calendar at our website    
www.thewordofGodcommunity.org 

 
 

Return Service Requested 

Women’s 
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March 14 th 

  9:00-10:30 am 

@ The Word of God Office 

3800 Packard, Suite 260 

All are welcome, bring a friend! 


