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What was Jesus up to during those days before the Ascension? 

Commissioning & Equipping... 

By  Phil Tiews  
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W The 
New Testament considers His post-
resurrection appearances to be pretty 
important. Paul describes them as being 
of 'first importance' in 1 Corinthians 15.   
I think there are some things He wasn't 
doing.  For one, I don’t think He was 
trying to prove Himself to an unbelieving 
world.  That is what I would have 
done.  He didn’t show up at the next 
meeting of the Sanhedrin, or at Pilate's 
dinner party.  How about appearing at 
the Temple? No.  He said that they would 
not believe even if one would rise from 
the dead.  He had done plenty of signs 
and yet people did not believe. 
I believe that what He was doing was 
pursuing the plan He and the Father had 
from the beginning. That plan was to 
reconcile the world to himself -- and to 
use His disciples to finish the task.  He 
used His appearances during the 40 
days after His resurrection to commission 
His disciples and to equip them to join 
Him in completing His mission.   
 
Commissioning 
Repeatedly when Jesus appeared to the 
disciples He made it clear that the 
mission was not over.  With His death 
and resurrection the mission moved into a 
new phase, the phase where they now 
went out in His Name.  
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 Luke 24:46-48 
“…you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 
“…go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 

(Continued on page 2) 
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commanded you.”   Matthew 28:19-20 
Witnessing to Him and making disciples is the only 
commission Jesus gave the disciples.  It is the same 
commission He gives to us as 
His disciples today.  This 
mission extends to all nations, 
not confined to the nation of 
Israel, but going to all 
people. It is a mission to 
proclaim God's love and 
mercy, to join people to Jesus 
in baptism, and to teach them 
to live out their new identity 
in obedience.  UP, IN and 
OUT! 
 
Equipping for the mission 
Of course, Jesus did much more than just pass off 
His mission.  During His appearances He was 
completing the equipping of the disciples so that 
they could successfully fulfill their commission.  He 
did this is several ways: 
 
1. He proved the reality of His resurrection 
“ ‘Look at My hands and My feet. It is I myself! Touch 
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, 

as you see I have.’ When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and feet. And while they still 
did not believe it because of joy and amazement, He 
asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to eat?’ They 
gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it and 

ate it in their presence.” Luke 24:39-43 

Jesus didn't want there to be any mistake that 
although he had clearly died, He was now just as 
obviously alive again.  It wasn't enough to be seen 
and heard.  He told them to touch Him.  He ate with 
them, and He even prepared a cookout for the 
disciples!  In so doing He grounded them in the 
factual, historical reality of His gospel 
message.  When pressure came and they 
encountered doubt, they would be able to stand on 
the memory of His repeated demonstrations that He  
really was alive. 
2. He opened the Scriptures to them 
 “He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was 

2014 Fall Retreat 

...receive what they have to offer collective experience of God was all 

still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms.’ Then He opened their minds so they 

could understand the 
Scriptures. He told them, ‘This 
is what is written: The Christ 
will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, and 

repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in His 

name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem.’” Luke 24:44-47 
Jesus' life, death, and 
resurrection were not an 
isolated sequence of God's 
grace toward men.  They 
were the culmination of His 

saving plan expressed through all the ages.  What 
an amazing Bible study Jesus did with the 
disciples!  He explained how the whole story of 
God's action as told in all the scriptures was 
ultimately about Him.  But also how they were now 
part of that story as they preached in His name to 
all nations.  They were prepared to use the written 
Word of God to proclaim what the Living Word of 
God had done to save the world. 
3. He proclaimed His total authority 
“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore…’” Matthew 28:18 

If the mission was to go to all the world, it was vital 
to know that they had the authority to go 
there!  Jesus had demonstrated His authority over 
sickness, sin, Satan, and nature during His earthly 
ministry.  Now, as He was about to leave them, He 
made it abundantly clear that all authority 
everywhere belonged to Him.  As the disciples and 
we carry forward His mission, we operate under 
that authority. 
“…He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at 
His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all 
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every 

title that can be given, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. And God placed all things 
under His feet and appointed Him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is His body, the 

fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.” 
Ephesians 1:20-22 

4. Gave them the plan of action 
“You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”   Acts 1:8 

They were to go and make disciples of all nations, 

“You will be 
my 

witnesses.” 
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...in order to gain our own completeness as member of the Body of Christ  

but how to start?  He had always been 
with them to direct the mission and give 
them the next step.  Now Jesus uses His 
last appearance to them to outline the 
plan of action.  Start right here where 
you are.  Then go to a wider area — the 
different, but still familiar culture of 
Samaria.  Only after you have 
experience proclaiming the Gospel and 
making disciples in those areas should 
you launch out to the nations.   
His instructions speak to us, as well.  Don't 
allow ourselves to get intimidated by the 
worldwide mandate.   Start where we 
are with our family, our neighbors, our 
co-workers, and bring the message that 
in Jesus the Kingdom of God is at 
hand.   As people respond, showing 
themselves to be people of peace, share 
our life in Christ with them and teach 
them the way and words of Jesus.  

 Minister there and as we 
grow, then we can look to take the 
mission to less familiar environments. 
5. He assured them of His presence 
“And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20 

In challenging situations there is no 
greater reassurance than to have a 
partner with you--and what a partner--
the Risen Son of God to whom all 
authority belonged!  So much was 
changing from the days when they 
walked the dusty roads of Galilee and 
Judea with Him, but this would not 
change.  They were to go out, but not 
alone.  Hearing this directly from Him 
grounded them in its truth even as He 
ascended bodily from them.  How would 
this promise from His own lips be 
fulfilled? 
 
6. He promised the empowering of the 
Spirit 
� Luke 24:49  

� John 20:22  
“And with that He breathed on them and 

said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  

� Acts 1:8  
“But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you;” 
It was vital that the disciples understood 
that though He was ascending to heaven, 
His own Spirit would come to them.  This 
is how He would be with them.  This was 
how they would have power to fulfill the 
mission He was giving them.  He didn't 
just give marching orders and expect 
them to go about them in their 
strength.  He doesn't expect that of us, 
either.  He used the time before His 
ascension to stress repeatedly the 
promise of the Holy Spirit.  The message 
they were to take to the nations was 
Jesus.  The life they were to disciple 
people into was Jesus'. The power to 
accomplish this was from Jesus' Spirit, 
too. 
 
Passing on the mission 
Jesus could have gone directly from His 
resurrection to ascending to His Father's 
side in heaven, but He didn't.  He spent 
40 days deliberately appearing to His 
disciples again and again, not just to 
prove that He was alive, but to pursue 
His mission.  He was ascending to the 
Father, but His disciples were to continue 
the mission. Jesus invested these 40 days 
clearly commissioning and fully 
equipping the original disciples -- and 
through them us, as well -- to carry 
on.  We are now those who witness to 
Jesus and make disciples, who make 
disciples, empowered by His Spirit. � 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His own 
Spirit would 
come to 

them.  This 
was how 
they would 
have power 
to fulfill the 
mission He 
was giving 
them. 
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Getting to Know the Kangas’ 

The Journey to here 
By Billy Kangas 

Greetings in Christ, I am writing today as a way 
of introducing myself. My name is Billy Kangas.  
Recently I began to work at the Word of God 
to help support its mission to proclaim the 
Gospel and to raise up disciples for Jesus 

Christ. I am very grateful to be able to 
participate once again in the mission and 
ministry of the Community.  
For those of you who may not 
know me, I owe much of my 
faith and life in Christ to the 
ministry of the Word of God. 
I was raised in the Community 
by my parents, Bill and 
Sharon Kangas, who were 
community members when I 
was growing up. Jesus Christ 
was the center of our home 
life and through the faith of 
my parents I came to know 
and love God for myself.  As 

a teenager I began to come to Mission Christ, 
which was a youth outreach run by the Word of 
God. It was here that I was first challenged to 
become a leader in the Church. I started a 

men’s group for guys at my high school and 
soon after helped found a Christian club there 
as well. After I graduated, I began to hear the 
voice of God urging me to give my life to care 
for the Church and the proclamation of the 
Gospel. One of the first jobs I got was working 
as an intern for Mission Christ. I supported the 
Bible clubs in local high schools and would help 
lead a daily Bible study for students. Eventually, 
I began to lead the group. I also began to work 
with a few of the local congregations spending 
a few years as a youth pastor and a year as 
an interim music director. To help make ends 
meet, and to get to know my neighbors, I got 
my first job working in coffee around 2004. This 

We are delighted to have Billy and Joan Kangas and their boys, Liam and James, back in the area and joining us in 
developing fresh approaches to discipleship and mission.  Billy is working part-time for us, part-time to developing a coffee & 
tap house called Cultivate, part-time to finish his doctorate degree, and full-time as a husband and dad!  Good thing he is a 
man of many parts!  Let’s pray for the Kangas’ and for the kingdom work the Lord wants us to do together.  — Editor 

Coffee—Billy 
got his first 
job working 
in coffee 

around 2004. 
This led to a 
passion in 
coffee.   

Billy, Joan, Liam 
and James 

Billy was first 
challenged to 

become a leader in 
the church at 
Mission Christ. 
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I began to hear the voice of  God urging me... 
 

led to a life passion and fueled my 
partnership in launching a church café in 
2007. It was around this time I met the 
woman, Joan, who would become my wife; 
we were married in 2009.  
After my years of working with the 
Community and with a number of local 
churches, I felt called to an education which 
would equip me to lead more effectively in 
the Church. I had already gotten my BA from 
Regent University, but I felt God tug at my 
heart to pursue a Masters in Divinity. I moved 
with my wife to Chicago to work on that 
degree. While we were there, the first of our 
boys was born in 2010. We named him 

William after my father, and call him Liam. While living in Chicago I continued to work in the Church, working 
at a congregation in the suburbs preaching 
and working with their youth group. I also 
continued to work in coffee, helping to launch 
a coffee education program at a local café. 
After I graduated, I began to work on a PhD 
in Liturgy and Sacramental Theology at the 
Catholic University of America in Washington 
D.C. I began my coursework and soon joined 
the Catholic Church. While in D.C., I worked as 
the Catholic Relations coordinator at Bread for 
the World, where I built relationships with 
dozens of national Catholic organizations and 
religious orders to help them engage more 
effectively in the work of addressing hunger. 
In 2013 my second son, James, was born. At 
the end of 2014, I completed the PhD 
coursework. I moved back to Michigan to work 
on my dissertation, to launch a café and tap house in Ypsilanti called Cultivate, and now to work on helping 
support the work of the Word of God in their mission to share the Gospel. 
I look forward to a future with the Community. I have been deeply formed and informed by your life and 
ministry. God is at work.  I pray that together we can work to extend God’s grace to the society around us. 
May God richly bless you all.  �                                                                                        

Playing is 
fun! 

James and Liam 



Looking for the missional opportunities in everyday life 

40 Days of Prayer closes with a bang—and a mini-Hosanna 
 

The Lord is pleased when His people pray, 
especially when they pray together in unity!  This 
past Lent about a dozen churches joined together 
again for a prayer vigil on behalf of Washtenaw 
County.  Each church or ministry organized itself to 
pray during a three-day block following the 
suggestions used across the county in the Seek God 
for the City prayer guide.  There was power in 
joining not only brothers and sisters in our County, 
but folks around the country to ask God to ‘let His 
kingdom come and His will be done’ in our locality. 

The Word of God embraced one of the three-day 
slots during the vigil.  Then as we neared the end of 
the 40 Days, we were inspired to invite all the 
participating churches and groups to join together 
for a closing celebration.  

In past years we have participated along with other 
churches and ministries in a county-wide Hosanna 
celebration on Palm Sunday which functions as 

something of a close to the 40 Days of Prayer.  
However, for the last couple of years, the Hosanna 
event has been suspended.  Even prior to that time, 
though, the joyful spectacle of Hosanna 
overshadowed its function as a close to the prayer 
vigil.  This year our sense, which was shared by the 

other churches taking part in the vigil, was that the 
emphasis should be on closing our season of prayer 
together.  Consequently we labelled the event as 
the 40 Days Closing & mini-Hosanna!   

We didn’t realize just how mini the Hosanna part 
would be!  There were only three elements planned, 
and two of those had to cancel at the last minute 
due to illness.  We ended up with just one youth 
group from Summit International Assembly! 

However, the total event was a wonderful time.  The 
worship was great.  Many folks commented on how 
they experienced the Lord’s presence.  The second 
half of our time together was spent finishing our 
prayer for the County.  Seven stations were 
designated around the sanctuary and folks rotated 
from one station to the other taking a few minutes to 
pray together for topics such as families, revival, 
evangelism, and the visitation of the Spirit.  Once 

a g a i n ,  p e o p l e 
commented on how 
p o w e r f u l  t h e y 
believed this time to 
be. 

Bringing the focus of 
this closing event back 
more clearly to 
intercession for the 
County and less on 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
s t reng thened i t s 
spiritual impact.  At 
the same time, it 

emphasized the relationship which the Lord is 
developing among those churches who actually 
partner together to pray for our County.  There was 
some sense of the Spirit breathing encouragement 
into such cooperation.  We will see how the Lord 
develops this in the days ahead.  

� Page 6 

Folks from all the churches 

participating in the 40 

Days of Prayer gathered 

for a great Closing 

Celebration on Palm 

Sunday to worship and 

intercede.  

Placing more of an emphasis 
on prayer this year than 

entertainment which 
characterized previous 

Hosanna’s, the second half of 
the meeting was spent 
rotating through seven 
prayer stations.  Folks 
commented on how 

powerfully they experienced 
the Spirit as they prayed with 

brothers and sisters from 
other churches 
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Sun 5/24 Prayer Meeting--Pentecost 
Sun 6/7   Community Cookout 
6/14-20  Pine Hills Boy’s Camp 
Sun 6/28 Prayer Meeting 
        Annual Community meeting     
        during pizza dinner after- 
        wards 
Sat 7/18 Community Service Night 
Sun 7/26 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 8/9   Community Picnic 
8/9-15    Pine Hills Girl’s Camp 
Sun 8/23 Prayer Meeting 
Sun 9/13 Prayer Meeting 
 
God has been using Pine Hills camp for 
years to touch young people for Jesus 
and to strengthen them in their Christian 
walk.   
 
Would you join us in prayer for the 
campers and staff of the 2015 Pine 
Hills camps as we look expectantly to 
God for what He wants to do in these 
young lives? 

Lending a hand to get a new mission outpost launched 

Helping Cultivate the Kingdom  
 

As you read earlier, Billy Kangas is part of an enterprise 
called ‘Cultivate’, a coffee & tap room which seeks to be 
an expression of Kingdom life in Ypsilanti, in particular 
helping with issues related to hunger. We had a little 
break in our community schedule as we navigated the 
weekends around Mother’s Day. So, we created an 
opportunity for folks to lend a hand with some of the 
renovation work being done at the site of Cultivate, a 
former auto garage in the Depot Town area of Ypsilanti.   

An enthusiastic bunch of folks showed up on what turned 
out to be a cold and somewhat rainy afternoon. The folks 
had a good time working together and sharing some food 
and fellowship.  We were able to help with general 
outside cleanup, planting some flowers, and preparing 
materials for decorating the walls.  It was fun to serve 
together and encourage this fledgling effort to combine 
business and mission and make a Kingdom impact on 
Ypsilanti.   

It looks pretty barren right now, but Billy and Ryan and the team 

working with them hope to ‘Cultivate’ some fruitful Kingdom 

relationships as they provide not only beverages but a space for 

community activities, building relationships, and engaging 

missionally in the issue of hunger.  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Taking advantage of 
some space in the 

community calendar, a 
team of folks joined Billy 
Kangas and his partner 

Ryan Wallace to work on 
the building which will 

house ‘Cultivate’ a coffee 
& tap room in Ypsilanti’s 

Depot Town 



NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 42 
ANN  ARBOR, MI 

The Word of God 
3800 Packard Rd., Ste.260 
Ann Arbor, MI   48108-2073 

6/7  Community Cookout 
  Details coming  
 
6/13  Women’s Breakfast 9—11 am 
  Community Meeting Room 
    3800 Packard, Ste 260  
 
6/28  Prayer Meeting, 4:30–6 pm 
  Annual Community Meeting over  
  Pizza Supper afterward  
  Covenant Community Church    
  5171 Jackson Road  
 
7/18  Community Service Night 
  Details coming  
 

See full calendar at our website    
www.thewordofGodcommunity.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Women’s 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 13 th 

  9:00-10:30 am 

@ The Word of God Office 

3800 Packard, Suite 260 

All are welcome, bring a friend! 


