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Pine Hills Girls’ Camp 2016 

Be Strong! 
By Debbie Herbeck  

an 
ecumenical 
charismatic 
missionary 
Christian 
Community 
 E 

ach year after camp when I’m 
asked, “How was camp?” I always 

say, “It was the best year ever”, and I 
mean it with all my heart. It is because 
every year the Lord shows up at camp 
and He pours out His love and presence 
on our dedicated staff and excited 
campers. This year was no exception. 

Deeper Conversion  
Our theme this year was Be Strong in the 
Lord and the Power of His Might, taken 
from Ephesians 6:10. As we prayed and 
prepared for camp, we sensed that the 
Lord wanted to bring about deeper 
conversion in our staff, empower and 
equip us to fight the battle for our 
younger sisters in the Lord, and help each 
camper understand what it means to be 
a strong woman of God. 

We had 172 campers this year—a 
record number—and almost two-thirds of 
them were new to Pine Hills Camp. That 
meant for many of them, having a 
personal relationship with Jesus was a 
new concept and many encountered Him 
personally throughout the week in our 
praise and worship, the skits, the talks 
and testimonies, the prayer ministry, and 
the love shown to them by the staff. 

Healing! 
A very tangible and visible sign of God’s 
presence this year was the two physical 
healings that took place. Midway 
through the week one of the counselors 
testified to a life-changing physical 
healing she had experienced this past 
January on a mission trip to Mexico. 
Later that evening as the high school 
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senior service team were praying 
together, one of them experienced God 
healing her from deafness in her left ear. 
The following night during the prayer 
meeting, a camper was healed from a 
vision problem! 

Our mission—take it back home  
In spite of the intense heat throughout 
most of the week, the rain held off and 
we were able to enjoy the many outdoor 
activities. It’s exciting to witness the Lord’s 
faithfulness from year to year and the 
growth in numbers as the word goes out 
about the transformative impact of the 
camp. Thank you Jesus for another great 
week at Pine Hills, and for the privilege 
of sharing your love with so many young 
women. May they carry your love back 
to their families, friends, classmates, and 
neighbors, to a world that desperately 
needs You.            � 

Pine Hills Girls Camp not only impacts Middle School girls, 
for many it opens the doors to ongoing discipleship 
opportunities.  Here is this year’s Service Team, 10th 

graders who come back to camp to practically serve their 
younger sisters while growing themselves.  Many will go on 

to serve as Junior Counsellors and Counsellors. 



All week long the 
girls at Pine Hills 

Camp are 
challenged, both 
personally and as 
teams.  The face 

their fears 
climbing walls 

(left), and face the 
problems of 
cooperation in 
exercises like the 
centipede walk 

(below).  All these 
activities build 
character, 
teamwork, 

friendship, and leadership — and are lots of fun! 
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Pine Hills Girls’ Camp 2016 

‘“It was the best year ever” 

  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  I 
know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready 

to kill me, because you have no room for my word.   

John 8:36-37 

Jesus presented a crisis for the Pharisees.  Jesus WAS a 
crisis for the Pharisees!  They passionately desired to 
follow God and believed they were doing so.  Jesus said 
he was speaking the truth and only what He had seen in 
the Father’s presence — but He was turning their 
understanding of how to follow God upside down! 

This has always been a challenge for the people of God.  
We strive to follow God and get fixated on a right way 
to do it — and lose our focus on the One we are 
following.  We get focused on the Temple and right 
sacrifices and Jeremiah proclaims, ‘Do not trust in 
deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of the 
LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the 
LORD!”’ (Jer 7:4).  And God takes away the Temple. 

We get used to obeying every command of the Law, and 
Jesus comes and says it is the Son who sets you free.  We 
get used to doing church the traditional way and God 
sends the Holy Spirit and the charismatic renewal to stir 
everything up.  We get used to relying on the Christian 
institutions around us and God says, as He did 
dramatically in that conference in Rome in 1975, He is 
going to be taking them away so that we have only Him.   

 

And the same can be true in 
regard to community.  We get 
focused on how it should be and 
we are in danger of taking our 
eyes off of the One who is 
leading us, in response to whom 
we began living as a community 
in the first place!   

In every generation, and frequently throughout our lives, 
the Lord gives us crises which are opportunities to re-
examine our course and set our eyes and hearts on 
following him afresh.  I believe the ‘Jubilee discernment 
process’ we are currently embracing as a community is 
such an opportunity.  We get to examine what our hearts 
are clinging to, to consider anew how the Lord is calling 
us to follow today, and make any needed adjustments.   

As we journey through the forest, choices must be made 
about the right way to go.  But we don’t want to get 
fixated on a particular path to the extent that we are 
unwilling to take a fresh bearing on ‘True North’ and 
adjust our way in alignment to him.       

     � 
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Seems to me ... 

Keeping an eye on ’true north’ ... 
By Phil Tiews 

Despite all the other fun activities, if you ask the 
girls what is the best thing about camp, they will 
tell you ‘the prayer meetings’.  This year there 

were a lot of newcomers at camp, so much of the 
focus was on entering in to a personal relationship 
with Jesus — and the girls responded.  Many gave 

their lives to him for the first time and others 
experienced a renewed relationship with him.   



Pine Hills Boys’ Camp 2016 

‘...my favorite part of camp: the spiritual aspect’ 
By Dominic Schoenle 

Page 3 

It is always great to hear from one of the young folks at 
Camp.  Here are thoughts from a former camper who 

served as a Counselor this year.  Editor 

 

Pine Hills Boys Camp is a week-long Christian camp for 
boys going into grades 7-9 that is held every summer. 
The camp’s main goal is to draw the boys closer to 
Jesus, but it does so much more than that. 

Growing … in relationships  
When all the boys arrive on the first day, they are split 
into squads, each squad with an assigned 9th grader 
who acts as squad leader, and other 9th graders who 
act as assistant squad leaders. Through the week the 
squad members will grow closer as they face various 
challenges such as conquest initiatives, commando drills, 
camper competitions, and more. They will also learn 
about each other on a more personal level during 
squad time. At the beginning of this week I only knew 
one person in my squad but by the end I had a great 
relationship with all of my squad members and the 
counselors. 

… in maturity  
Aside from growing as squads, the boys also grow into 
men. Through bear clubs, activities by grade, and just 
being held accountable for being to places late, the 
campers learn that complaining doesn’t make the water 
warmer, or get you to the flag pole sooner. By being 
held to their word, the boys are able to mature and 
improve themselves. 

… in the Lord 
Finally, my favorite part of camp: the spiritual aspect. 
The camp’s main focus is to bring every camper closer 
to Jesus. Though this goal is present in all the activities 
at camp, it is most visible at the prayer meetings. A Pine 
Hills Boys Camp prayer meeting, in my mind, cannot be 
matched on this Earth. With the praise and worship and 
the talks, every camper has the amazing opportunity to 
experience Jesus.  

I first experienced the Holy Spirit my 7th grade year at 
the Thursday night prayer meeting, and I thought it 
couldn’t get any better, but I am proven wrong every 
year I come back, as the Holy Spirit does more and 
more in me.  

I’m very grateful for this camp and all it does. It has 
strengthened my relationship with God as well as 
countless others’ relationships, and I would not be the 
man I am today if it weren’t for Pine Hills. 

� 

As at the Girls 
Camp, the Boys 

take on 
different 
‘initiatives’ 

during the week 
as squads.  Not 
only do they 

learn leadership 
and how to 

work together, 
but they come to value everyone’s gift—small guys, tall guys, big 
guys who can provide an anchor for some situations, and clever 
guys who might not be very athletic but can come up with a plan.  

 
A traditional 

squad challenge 
is the Pyramid--  

Six guys 
leaping from a 
line at attention 
into a pyramid.  
How long do 
you think it 

takes?  Would 
you believe 2.5 

seconds?   
 

 
 

Highlight of Boys Camp?  Again, it turns out to be the prayer 
meetings!  How 
unlikely is that 
for a bunch of 
Middle School 

boys?  
Especially in 
competition 
with team 
challenges, 

ropes courses, 
sports, 

swimming, 
water balloon 
fights, etc..  

This tells me that the Holy Spirit is moving when the guys gather to 
worship!  

 
 

Well, it is not all 
hard work and 

spirituality.  At every 
line up for inspection 
there just might be a 
concealed water 
balloon awaiting 

and opportunity for 
ambush!    
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2016 Annual Picnic 

‘Eating our way to the Kingdom’ 
 

It has often been pointed out how much of the Gospels is about eating!  Jesus scandalized the Jewish leaders of his day 
with his constant table fellowship with ’tax collectors and sinners’.  When he described what life in the Kingdom of God 
will be like he often resorted to images of feasts.  There is an experience of family relationship that takes place when 
we sit down to eat a meal together, especially one where everyone has contributed something to make the banquet, 
and even more especially when Jesus is invited to be present! 

We enjoyed that joyous sense of spiritual family and Kingdom presence during our annual end-of-summer picnic back 
in August.  The pictures (by Coral Lee — thanks!) tell it all. 

� 



How can we best serve the Lord as we move toward our Jubilee year? 

...to carry out the mission that He is entrusting to us...  
By Phil Tiews 

… we are 
not looking 

for the 
preferred 
or most 

beneficial 
option for 
ourselves.  

The 
question 

we want to 
address is 

how can we 
live most 
‘for my 
(God’s) 

sake and 
for the sake 

of those 
whom I 
would 

gather to 
myself’? 

Our 50th anniversary is coming up a year from 
this Fall in November 2017.  Biblically the year 
starting in November 2016 would be the 
Jubilee Year.  We hear the word ‘jubilee’ and 
think of a party, but in the Bible it is more of a 
time for ‘hitting the reset button’.  Lands that 
had gotten alienated from their original owners 
were returned, slaves were released, debts 
were forgiven.  Things were restored so that 
after 50 years of inevitable erosion and 
jumbling, there could be a fresh start. 

In our context we don’t have any lands to 
restore or debts to forgive or slaves to free, but 
we believe that it is a good time to take a 
serious look at our vision and life and make a 
clear discernment about the Lord’s direction for 
us as a community so that we can go forward in 
the way that will best express His will for us as 
we move into the next 50 years! 

To do this we are embracing a process to 
discern our direction as a community over the  
next year and some months as we enter our 
Jubilee Year.  We do not want to simply drift 
along with circumstances, but to actively discern 
what the Lord wants us to do and make 
decisions to go in that direction.   

What is our motivation as we move forward? 
…. I, and those who are with me, call you 
"The Word of God", because you are my 
word now to the whole face of the earth. I 
have called you and I have created you, not 
for your own sake, but for my sake, and for 
the sake of all those whom I would gather to 
myself… 

From the ‘naming prophecy’ 1970  

As we move into this process, we are not 
looking for the preferred or most beneficial 
option for ourselves.  The question we want to 
address is how can we live most ‘for my (God’s) 
sake and for the sake of those whom I would 
gather to myself’? 

This is a time for a heart check, as well as a 
community direction check.  Do we share Father 
and Jesus’ heart for ‘those he would gather to 
himself?  Are we willing to keep ‘putting him 
first in all of our thoughts as we have been first 
in all of his thoughts’, as another key prophesy 
from our early years says.  What path will 
maximize our impact ‘for the sake of those 
whom he would draw to himself’ in our 
circumstances today?   

Because we were called into existence as his 
idea rather then our own idea, we want to be 
open to any direction he has for us, those that 
we can imagine and maybe one we cannot 
even conceive of at this time.   

A deliberate process for hearing from the Lord 
Because this is so important, we are not going to 
rush into a decision.  We are taking our time 
and working through a deliberate process which 
gives us time to seek the Lord, gather 
information, listen to one another, and hear the 
Lord together.  We will follow a sequence of: 

� Gathering information 
� Discussion 
� Framing the decision 
� Making the decision 
� Implementing the decision 

All of these steps will be bathed in prayer, both 
personal and corporate. 

Discernment Team 
To help the Leadership Team and Council lead 
us through this season, we have set up a 
Discernment Team made up of: 

Their role is not to make a decision for us, but 
rather to assist us as a community work to 
through the challenging process of hearing the 
Lord together.   

Renewing our strength 
...those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 

This ‘Jubilee Discernment Process’ is providing us 
with a wonderful opportunity to experience the 
promise of the Scriptures stated in many ways, 
and in this passage in Isaiah.  When we take 
our eyes off ourselves — our limitations, the 
patterns and expectations that have become 
normal — and turn to the Lord in faith, we can 
experience HIS strength to enter into his life and 
mission anew.   

� 

Phil Tiews 
Martha Balmer 
Marilyn Geyer 
Mike Gladieux 
Keith Dwyer 

Steve Lucchetti 
Bob Magill 
Tony Redente 
Michelle Waclawik 
Peter Williamson 
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Income &  Expense  Report 

July 1, 2015 — June 30, 2016 

Comments on Fiscal Year 2015/2016 

Fiscal year of mixed results 
As you can see from the arrow in the page 
above, we ended the year with an operating 
budget deficit of $5885.     
Here are some specifics of note: 

� Contribution income was less than projected, 
but an improvement over last fiscal year!   

� Our investments lost ground last year, but this 
was partially overcome by more than 
expected income in support of PACT work 
and from royalties. 

� Blessedly, expenses were below projection 
pretty much across the board, so our deficit 
was less than half of what it might have been.  

� This was the first full year of hiring Billy Kangas 
half-time to work with outreach development.  
He and Phil Tiews have been building a 
network of contacts, piloting a missional 
community group and discipleship groups.   

We can thank the Lord for His continued 
provision and keep looking to Him for the future. 

� 
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Balance Sheet  

July 1, 2015 — June 30, 2016 

… God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things 
at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  2 Cor 9:7-8 

 
Although contributions to our General Fund have been down a bit, it would be a great mistake to think that 
the generosity of brothers and sisters is waning!  Not only do folks contribute to their churches and many 
worthy causes, but we raised $3286 for our Anniversary Offering, most of which went to His Eye is on the 
Sparrow.  In addition money was contributed to support PACT and Short Term Outreach trips.  Just recently 
over $3000 was raised for the ‘Philia Fund’, a non-tax-deductible fund that can be used to help brothers 
and sisters in extraordinary need. 
 
All in all, this is quite a record of the grace of generosity abounding among us — to the praise of Jesus!  

� 

 

...you will abound in every good work. 
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10/23  Prayer Meeting, 4:30–6 pm 
  Covenant Community Church    
  5171 Jackson Road  
 
11/6  Prayer Meeting, 4:30–6 pm 
  Covenant Community Church    
  5171 Jackson Road  
 
11/12  Women’s Breakfast 
  The Word of God Meeting Room 
  3800 Packard, Ste. 260 
 
11/20  Anniversary Meeting, 4:30–6 pm 
  Covenant Community Church    
  5171 Jackson Road  
 

See full calendar at our website    
www.thewordofGodcommunity.org 

   

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

November 12 th 

  9:00-10:30 am 

@ The Word of God Office 

3820 Packard, Suite 200 

 

All are welcome, bring a friend! 

Women’s 

Breakfast 


