
Notes from talk on 3/5/2017 

History of The Word of God: Questions & Answers 

 

Opening Comments: What were the results of the review & re-evaluation Post 1990  

Revised Vision / Call – 1992 

• We are called to be an ecumenical, charismatic, Christian community; to know Jesus and to 

make him known. 

• Membership requirements in terms of activity should be few in order to make it possible for 

people to choose to be highly invested in their church or some other service as Christians while 

still being full members of the community. 

• For those who feel called to invest more of their time and energy in ecumenical life we should 

continue to have options for small groups, service, and other expressions of community life 

within The Word of God. 

• Membership should be focused more on people's own sense of call from the Lord to be part of 

the community and sense of identity with our vision and values and not on the level of activity in 

which they are involved. 

• We should make adjustments in our approach to community life as well as our personal 

orientations to be more focused outward in evangelism and promoting renewal in the Holy 

Spirit among God's people. 

• We should make adjustments in our approach to community life to focus more on the work of 

the Holy Spirit to empower and equip every member of the community for life and service. 

What were we addressing through the reforms agreed upon in March 1992 

Not a church: Voluntary, fraternal community 

• Authority: not pastoral/positional but mutual 

• Leadership: elected, not life-long 

• Women: more complementary, especially in leadership of whole community 

Ecumenical community 

• Relationship to Fellowships 

• Relationship to local churches 

• Intensity: leave room for church, family, work, kingdom service 

• Discern & pursue God’s calling 

Approach to Christian life / transformation 

• Rely less on commitment – more on grace 

• Rely less on outside-in --  more on Inside-out   

• Reflected in basis of membership 

What did we repent of? 



• Claim of personal pastoral authority 

• Bad exercise of personal pastoral authority 

• Result: dependence rather than maturity 

• Aspects of training course 

• Elitist attitudes regarding The Word of God 

• Making an ‘idol’ out of the community 

Why didn’t we grow? 

• Folks left 

•  ‘bad’ reasons 

• ‘good’ reasons 

• Damage / loss of confidence / loss of vision  

• Decision not to pursue university outreach 

• Lack of effective leadership 

 


